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Content of the seminar

• The HOW of CLIL at Primary School 

• Some strategies to scaffold reading and 
content discovery



What is CLIL?

Il CLIL (Content and Language Integrated Learning) è
un approccio che racchiude al suo interno varie
situazioni di apprendimento integrato in cui la lingua
inglese è usata come “veicolo” per imparare contenuti
disciplinari (es. scienze, geografia, matematica,
educazione motoria o musica).

Si usa la lingua straniera per “fare” (formulare ipotesi,
sperimentare, giocare, osservare, classificare,
confrontare, ecc.) e si imparano strategie per imparare.



4Cs…

Content: contenuti disciplinari

Communication: la lingua straniera è un veicolo per imparare i contenuti disciplinari
e attraverso i contenuti si impara la lingua straniera. I tasks devono creare il
«bisogno» di comunicare

Cognition: il CLIL è volto a sviluppare tutte le abilità cognitive, dalle più semplici (es.
conoscere, comprendere, applicare) alle più complesse (es. analizzare, formulare
ipotesi, fare previsioni, sintetizzare, valutare)

Culture: esposizione a prospettive diverse e condivise per migliorare la
consapevolezza di culture differenti

?????

Do Coyle



Successful CLIL: How of LEARNING
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Higher order thinking skills

Listen and do activities…
Who, What,When, How…?

Why, Why not..?
How could we do…?
What if…?

from DO …to MAKE 



Cognitive 
processes

from LOTS..

Science: Animals Cognitive 
processes

to HOTS

Science: Animals

remembering How many animals do
you remember that live in
the partner countries?

analysing Choose two animals. 
How are they different? 
Why?

understanding Compare two animals
from two countries

evaluating Read your partner’s
description of an 
animal. Can you guess
it? Which words helped
you?

applying Say one fact about an
animal that lives in the
South of Europe and one
that lives in the North of
Europe

creative 
thinking

Prepare comic strips in 
pairs or in group for an 
animal cartoon
Watch the video: 

http://vimeo.com/63466491

Example from the project: eCLIL4You

http://new-twinspace.etwinning.net/web/p82958/welcome

http://vimeo.com/63466491
http://new-twinspace.etwinning.net/web/p82958/welcome


Authentic communication/group work

• focus on meaning
• cooperative work
• task based learning
• problem solving
Ex. Mistery skype…chat                                                making games

preparing lessons for the partners

from the project «DICE: https://twinspace.etwinning.net/26699/pages/page/194247 

https://twinspace.etwinning.net/26699/pages/page/194247


Language

• Simplify the language but not the content
• All languages are integrated and valuable
• Cognition requires the use of L1 for young learners

Provide scaffolding 

https://twinspace.etwinning.net/30506/home «Welcome» project

https://twinspace.etwinning.net/30506/home


BICS
Basic Interpersonal Communicative Skills

CALP
Cognitive Academic Language Proficiency

• Skills required for social, 
conversational situations (everyday
language)

• Tasks are often less cognitively
demanding (greetings, repeating
dialogues, matching pictures with 
words…)

• Language of the subject (subject-
specific vocabulary)

• It is often abstract, formal, 
cognitively demanding (making
hypotheses, predicting, describing
an experiment…)

Two different types of language
(Jim Cummins)



Language
for 

learning

Ref. Coyle, Hood,Marhs (2010).CLIL. Cambdrige University Press

Communication

Language
of

learning

Language
through
Learning 

Key vocabulary/chunks
Language of describing, 

explaining, hypothesizing..
Simple present

etc.

Answering and asking questions
Understanding instructions

How to describe (animals/habitats)
Reading for specific information

Language for group work

It’s the language learners
need to access concepts
related to the content

It’s the language learners
need to carry out the
activities effectively

It’s the new language that
emerges during the task

Using feedback
Dictionary/web surfing skills

Record, predict and learn new 
words which arise from 

activities



Simplify the language but not the content!
Break down tasks into small steps



Familiar subject content

New subject content

Familiar 
language

New 
language

support, support,
support

support language

support subject 
concepts

review or boredom!

PROVIDE SUPPORT FOR LANGUAGE AND CONTENT

Kay Bentley «TKT CLIL», Cambridge



Language frame: 
Which part of a plant are you eating?



Language frame: 
Describing a work of Art



Use pictures/Visual/organizers/glossaries



CLIL planning/PBL

O A. Tuning in

O B. Finding out

O C. Sorting out

O D. Reflection



Give a title, ask for 5 ideas

DIGITAL CITINZESHIP

A.Tuning in: strategies to activate prior knowledge
A. «driving question/input»

web tools: padlet/mentimeter/popplet/goconqr



Give a picture, guess the content





Mostra progetto «English Town» – Alba 2017

Predicting



K W L
What I know What I want to 

know
What I learnt

K-W-L chart

Europe



Don’t forget to start from the students!



«What does the word «TREE» make you think of?»

Placemat

LET’S PLANT - http://new-twinspace.etwinning.net/web/p99049/welcome

http://new-twinspace.etwinning.net/web/p99049/welcome


Need to scaffold reading

Successful readers:

 read in phrases

 guess from the context

 differentiate between essential and non-essential lexis

 know the grammatical category of an unknown word

 read in chunks

B. FINDING OUT
discovering the content through the right materials



TRAFFIC LIGHTS





MARS

has

2 moons a red surface

volcanoes, 
craters

a thin
atmosphere

of

carbon 
dioxide

revolves

the  Sun in 687 Earth days

is rocky













Comparing and presenting data







3D models



Preparing lessons for others

• Video lessons : https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O4KqDu-fsNY

• Quizzes (kahoot/quizizz/gocnqr/edpuzzle/spiral…)

• Crosswords, fill in the gaps, matching pairs, half sentences…

• Talking pictures and cartoons/presentations 
(Blabberize.com/photospeak/powtoon/biteable):
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0EzkOornWRQ

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O4KqDu-fsNY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0EzkOornWRQ


Creating riddles /poems/songs





ebooks/Digital products



Thinglink – Qr codes

From the project «Where in Europe» https://twinspace.etwinning.net/13147/home 

Cooperative ebook
https://www.epubeditor.it/ebook/?static=29634

https://twinspace.etwinning.net/13147/home
https://www.epubeditor.it/ebook/?static=29634








Treasure hunts…      Word games 





Reflection



Self-assessment





C. REFLECTION
What we knew – What we have learnt from the partners



Google forms/AnswerGarden…



5. Digital Tools

http://www.pearltrees.com

http://www.pearltrees.com/silvanarampone
http://www.pearltrees.com/silvanarampone


BLENDSPACE
• https://www.tes.com/lessons

https://www.tes.com/lessons
https://www.tes.com/lessons/JT171e8zlnMZFw/europets
https://www.tes.com/lessons/JT171e8zlnMZFw/europets


Qr codes

• http://goqr.me
• i-nigma 

http://goqr.me/


AURASMA - Genially



GRAZIE!

Go to menti.com and use the code 556342

https://www.mentimeter.com/s/95931bd25f444e3b17a692659d4381d8/e246c5d1b20c
https://www.mentimeter.com/s/95931bd25f444e3b17a692659d4381d8/e246c5d1b20c
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